DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BOARD OF MEDICAL PRACTICE

. SECTION V. ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANTS RULES

* PART 20 RULES REGARDING ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANTS

20.1 INTRODUCTION AND DEFINITIONS

Copé.es of the statutes concemning anesthesiologist assistants, Chapter 29 of Title 26 |
Vermont Statutes Annotated (VSA), are accessible online, and hard copies may be
obtained from the Department of Health, Board of Medical Practice. ' )

. These Rules pértaining to anesthesiologist assistants are adopted under aufhority of
current 20 V8A § 1652, ‘ '

- The words and phrases used in these Rules shall have the same meaning'igivén té them .
at current 26 VSA § 1651.. o ' o

These are rules spetifically regarding the training, practice, supervision, qualification,
scope of practice, places of practice, and protocols for anesthesiolo gist assistants, and
patient notification and consent. | .

202 TRAINING AND QUALIFICATION

" The.eli gibility requirements for certification as an anesthesiologist aésiste{nt are

listed at current 26 VSA § 1654 and supplemented by these rules. The requirements for
temporary certification are

outlined at current 26 VSA § 1655 and supplemented by these
rules. ‘ S - ' , .

- Prior to being certified as an anesthesiologist assistant by the Board of Medica]
Practice, a persori must be qualified by education, training, experience, and personal |
character to provide medical services under the direction and si;pe‘rviéion of an
anesthesiologist. The applicant must submit to the Board ail information that the board
considers necessary to evaluate the applicant’s qualifications. : L

20.3 TRAINING AND QUALIFICATION; INITIAL CERTIFICATION

(2) An applicant for initial certification as an anesthesiologist assistant shall submit to the
Board: : ' - :

(1) The Board’s application form, comp_léted infall; -

(2) A certified copy of his or her birth certificate:

ARG,



(3) Verification of certification or licensure in all other states where the applicant is
currently or ever was certified or licensed; -

(4) Two reference forms including one from a recent supervising anesthesiologist

and one from either another prior supervising anesthesiologist or, if the apphcant is
a recent graduate, from the director of the apphcant S faining program;

(S) Documentation of successful completion of a board-approved anestheszoicgnsi
ass1stant program as specaﬁed in26 V.5.A §1654(1);

(6) Documentation of satisfactory compietlon of the National Commission for the

. Certification of Anesthesiologist As%stan’is (NCCAA} certification exammat' on,
with current cerﬁﬁcaﬁon

(7) Application by the applican% s proposed supervising anesthésiologist including
a statement that the supervising anesthesiclogist shall be personally respenmbie fo:r
-all professional activities of the anesthesmiogmt assistant;

(8) A protocol signed by the proposed supervising anesthesiclegist;
‘ '(9) A copy of the a'_nesthesio}ogist;assistan-t’s employment contract; and

(1% The re-quired fee. .

(b) Regardmg any of the above items; except the required fee, the Board shall have the

dlSCTG’C] on to require additional information to make certain that the requlrernent has been
met,

20.4 TRAINING AND QUALIFICATION TEMPORARY CER’I‘IFECATION

{a) The board may issue a temporary certification to an apphcant who meets 1he |
educational requlremcnts under 26 V.S.A. § 1654(1} ift

(1) The NCCAA certification gxamina{ion_has not been offcreﬂ since the
- applicant became eiigible to take it; or

(2) The applicant has taken the NCCAA certiﬁcatmn exammatmn one time ‘out
has not yet recewed the re:sults of the exemination,

() The holder of a temporary certification shall take and successfuﬂy pass ihe first -
avaﬂa"ble NCCAA examiination. If the holder ofa temporary certification does not take
the exammgtlon his or her temporary certification shall expire on the date of that

examination. However, if the holder of a temporary certification can show tha‘i there was
excepiional cause that prevented him or her from taking the eXamination, the Board may,
in its discretion, and for good cause shown, renew the temporar'y certification until the
date of the next avasiable NCCAA examination.
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{c) If the holder of a temporary certification takes the first available NCCAA
examination but does not successfully pass it; his.or her terniporary certification shall
expire on the day after he or she receives notice of the failure to pass the examination. In
that case, the board shall not renew the tem

porary certification. The applicant may re-
apply for certification only after having taken and passed the examination.

20.5 TRAINING AND QUALIFICATIQN; RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATION

(a) Certification shall be renewable every two years on submission of a compiéted
renewal form provided by the board, payment of the required fee and submission of proof
of current, active NCCAA certification. o : :

' (b) Lapsed licenses m'ay be renewed under the provisions of 26 VSA 5 1656,

20.6 TRAINING AND 'QUALIFICAT}ON; CHANGE OF CERTIFICATION

(a) The board shall be notified and the appropriate appiications and documentation filed
whenever: _ ‘ ‘ o '

(1) The anesthesiologist assistant’s protocol changes; |

- (2) The anesthesiologist assistant will be working at a différem'or an addifional

‘accredited facility; or
(3) The anesthesiologist assistant will

be supervised by a new or an additional
anesthesiclogist. : - S
) bocuments already on file with the Board may be referred to and neednothe
resubmitted. o :

20.7 TRAINING AND QUALIFICATION; MORE THAN ONE SUPERVISING |
ANESTHESIOLOGIST - | .

In any application for initial certification, temporary certification, renewal of certification

or change of certification, if there is more than one apesthesiologist at an aceredited
facility-who will supervise an anesthesiologis_t assistant, then, in addition to the
information required.to be submitted by these rules, a document sign‘ed by all
anesthesiclogists who will be supervising the anesthesiologist assistant shall be filed with-
the Board with the application. Additional supervising anesthesiologists may be added
subsequent to the application, provided the supervising anesthesiologist files g signed
decument with the Board. In the document, the anesthesiologists shall affirm that each
ctivities of the anesthesiolo

ih 1 gist assistant while
he or she is.supervising the anesthesiologist assistant, : - :

20.8 TRAINING AND QUALIFIC

ATION; TERMINATION OF

If the supervisory relationship between the anesthesiclogist and the anesthesiclogist



assistant is terminated for any reason, each pa.x:ty must notify the Board directly and
immediately in writing. The notice shall include the reasons for the terminaticn. The'

anesthesiologist assistant shall cease practice uniil a new application is snbmmed by the
supervising mesthesm}ogxst and is approved by the Baazd

- 209 I’RACTICE '

(a) An anesthesmlo gist assmtant shall perform only those tasks assigned on a case- “by-
case basis by the supervising anesthesiologist, The anesthesiologist assistant shall
nnp!ement the personalized plan for each patient as individually prescribed by the
supervising anesthesiologist after that physician has completed a specxﬁc assessment

~ of each patient. In determining which anesthetic procedures to assign to an

anesthesiologist assistant, a supervising anesthesiologist shall consider a‘,} of the
following: :

(1) The education, training and experience of ﬂne anesthesioiogist aésiStant

(2) The anssﬁwsm}eg}st asgistant's scope of practice as defined in 26 VSA
Chapter 29 and these rules;

(3) The conditions on the pract;ce of the anesthesmlegxst assmtant set cut in ihc
written pracuce protoco{

(4) The physical status of the patient according to the: physical status ciassiﬁcatibn '
systeny of the American Society of Anesthesiologists, as in effect at the time the
assignment of procedures is made, The classification system is available from the

American Society of zﬁmesﬁesmlegssts and shall be posted on the Board‘
website; S

(5) Thei mvasweness of the ancsthctzc procedure

{(6) Thc }evel of risk of the anesthetlc pmcednre

(7) The incidence of comphcauons of the anesthetic pr-obéduré

(& The physical pmxurmtv of the supervising anestheswlogxst and the

anesihesm!oglst assistant ot assmtants he or she may be supervxsmg concurrenﬂy,
and :

(9) The number of patients Wwhose care is bemg supervised c,ongurrcntiy by the
supervising anesthesiologist..

(b) The supervising anesthesiologist retains respons;b; ity for the anesthetlc management
in whlch thé anesthesiologist asszstant'has particzpated



20.10 SUPERVISION -

(a) A supervising anesthesiologist shall supervise an anesthesmlogzst assistant mthm the
terms, conditions, and limitations set forth in a written practice protocol.
" Anesthesiologist supervision requires, at all times, a direct, continuing and close-

supervisory relationship between an anesthesiologist assistant and the supemmmg
anesthesiologist. :

(o) Superwsmn does not, necessanily, require the constant physncal presence of the
* supervising anesthesiologist; however, the anesthesiologist must remain readily
‘available in the facility for immediate diagnosis and trﬁaiment of emergenmes

(c) The supervismg anesthesm!ogist shall be readily available for personal supervision
~ and shall be responsible for pre—operatwe mtra~operatwe and post-operative care.,

(d) The supervising anesthesiolo gist shall personally partm;pate in the most demandmg
procedurcs in the anesthesaa plan, which shall mc}ude induction and emergence.

(e) The supervising anesthesmlogzst shall insure that, with respect to each patient, all
activities, functions, services and ireatment measures are immedlately and properly
documented inwritten form by the anesthesiolo gist assistant. All written entries shall
be reviewed, countersigned, and dated by the supervising anesthesiologist. The

supervising anesthesiologist’s sxgnature on the anesthetic record will fulfill this
requirement for all written entries on the anesthetxc record.

(f) Nothing in this section shail prohibit the superv;smg a‘lesthesmlogzst from addressmg
. an emergency in another location in the accredited facility,

' 20.11 PROTOCOL AND SCOPE OF PRACTICE

(a) Atno time shall the scope of practiée for the anesthesioldgist assistant include

procedures or treatments fnat the supervising anesthesmlogist does not perform in hlS or
her own practice,

(b) The anesthesiologist asmstan‘e :may assist the anesthesiologist in developing and
1mpiementmg an anesthesia care plan for a patient. In so-doing, the anesthesiologist
assistant may, in the discretion of the anesthesuo ogist, do any of the following:

(1) Obtfaina comprehenswc patient h;story and present that history to the
anesthesiclogist who must conduct a pre- -anesthesia interview and evaluation
sufficient to confirm the anesthesiologist assistant’s evaluation;

{2} Pretest and calibrate anesth

(3} Monitor, obtain and interpret information from the anesthesia dehvery systems
and anesthesia momtonng equipment;



- (4) Place medically accepted mom'ton'ng équipment'

(5} Establish basic and ad*vanced alrway mtawentsons mciudmg m‘mbanons of the
trachea and ventﬂ*atory support

(6) Admlmster vasoactive dmgs and start and ad}ust vasoac’twe m;:usmns
N Admamster anestheﬁc drugs adjuvant drugs and accessory drugs
(E) Admmmter regional anesthetics;
: (9) 'Admmister blood, blood products and supportive fluids;
{10) Participate 'm adminigixative activities and clinical teaching activities;

(11) Provide assistance to card;opuimonary resusmtatmn teams 18 response to life-
- threatening situations;

. (A2) ?resc_rib—e peri-operative medications to be used in the accredited facility; and
(13),?arﬁcipate n researéh activiti-es by perfomﬁng'ih-e éame procedures listed above

(14) Any other activity that the Board approves in a pretocol to a‘ﬁow for changing
tec}mology O practices in anesthssxclogy

2{3.12 PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHOR}T”&' :

An anesthesiologist assistant shall not have authority to write prescriptions for -
medlcanons that wili be ﬁlled outside of the accredlted facility in which he orshe works

20.13 PLACES OF PRACTICE

An anesﬂaesmlo gist assistant shall work only in an accredzted fac;hty w;th the supervision
of an anesthesmlogxst

20.1’4 PATEENTNOTTFICATION AND CONSENT

- Any physmzan clinie, or hGSpltal that uses “the services of an anesthesmlogls‘{ assistant
must;

(1) post a clear not;ce to that effect in a conSpmuous place;

(2) except in case of an emergency, mc‘mde ianguage n the pauent consent form that

(3} reqmre each anesihesw}o gist ass:stant to wear a name tag cleaﬂy indicating that
he or she s an anesthesiologist assistant.



