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VERMONT BOARD OF MEDICAL PRACTICE
Minutes of the March 5, 2014 Board Meeting
Gifford Medical Center, Randolph, Vermont
Approved
1. Call to Order; Introduce New Members; Call the Roll; Acknowledge Guests:

Patricia A. King, MD called the meeting to order at 12:11 p.m.

Members Present:

Richard Bernstein, MD; Brent Burgee, MD; Michael Drew, MD; Allen Evans: Faisal Gill: Rabert G.
Hayward, MD; William K. Hoser, PA-C; Patricia Hunter; David A. Jenkins; Leo LeCours; David
Liebow, DPM; Sarah McClain; Joshua Plavin, MD; Harvey Reich, MD: Marga Sproul, MD.

Others in Attendance:

David Herlihy, Executive Director; Paula Nenninger, Investigator; Jassen Bluto, Investigator;
Karen LaFond, Operations Administrator, Margaret Vincent, AAG; Robert McDougall, AAG; Bill
Reynolds, AAG; Michael Duane, AAG; Philip Ciotti; Madeline Mongan, VMS.

Public Comment:

None

Approval of Minutes of the February 5 and the February 19,2014 Board Meetings:

Dr. Drew moved to accept the minutes of the February 5, 2014 meeting. Ms. McClain seconded
the motion. The motion passed; opposed: none; recused: none: abstained: none.

Mr. Hoser moved fo accept the minutes of the February 19, 2014 meeting. Dr. Reich seconded
the motion. The motion passed; opposed: none; recused: none; abstained: none.

Board Issues (r. King):

Dr. King welcomed new Board members Faisal Gill, David Liebow, DMP and Marga Sproul, MD
and asked them to say a few words about themselives.

Dr. King also welcomed guest, Mr. Duane from the Attorney's General's Office. He has taken
over as the Division Director for the General Counsel and Administrafive Law Division, which is
where the Board’s AAGs are assigned. He was asked to provide an update on the status of
recruitment to fill Kurt Kuehl's position. It remains vacant and is actively being recruited.

Administrative Update (Mr. Herlihy):

Mr. Herlihy publically acknowledged Philip Ciotti, retired Board Investigator and presented him
with a plaque noting his many years of service to the Board.

Mr. Herlihy provided an update on the status of hiring the full-time investigator position saying that
the first round of interviews had been conducted and the second round would soon be scheduled.
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Two candidates have been identified for the second interview, and Mr. Herhliy stated that he may
ask a board member to participate, in addition to Dr. King and David Englander, Senior Policy
Advisor to the Commissioner of the Dept. of Health.

Mr. Herlihy provided an update on H. 123, a bill related to the Treatment of Lyme Disease. He
stated that the House Health Care Committee had passed the bill and it would soon be put forth
for a full vote. He summarized the intent of the bill for the new members, citing the implication for
the Board as related to the potential for complaints and investigations of unprofessional conduct
regarding treatment with long-term antibiotics, and noted the Board's existing position — that it is
improper to legislate the standard of care on any topic and in this particular case it is especially
bad. Ms. Mongan stated that the Vermont Medical Society agrees with the position of the Board
on this issue.

6. Presentation of Applications (12:30 p.m. - 12:45 p.m.)

Applications for physician licensure and physician assistant certification were presented and
acted upon as detailed in Appendix A, incorporated by reference into these minutes.

7. Presentations to the Board (12:45 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.):

Dr. Drew presented two recommendations by the Licensing Committee for approval by the
Board: '

1) Approval of Request to With_draw Physician License Application from Francesco
Lupis, MD.

Ms. Hunter made a motion to approve the request to withdraw the application for physician
licensure. Mr. Hoser seconded the motion. The motion passed: recurs: none; abstained:
none; opposed: none.

2) USMLE Request for a Reasonable Accommodation while taking USMLE Step 3 by
Jamie Mehringer, MD.

The Board entered a brief Executive Session to review and discuss the request for
accommodation. Dr. Hayward made a motion at 1:24 p.m. to go into Executive Session; Dr.
Reich seconded the motion. The motion passed: opposed: none: recused: none; abstained:
none.

Ms. McClain made a motion at 1:26 p.m. to return to Open Session. Ms. Hunter seconded the
motion. The motion passed; opposed: none; abstained: none: recused: none.

Dr. Hayward made a motion to approve the request from Dr. Mehringer. Ms. Hunter seconded
the motion. The motion passed: opposed: none; abstained: none: recused: none.

3) Request by Shelly Bankston to provide letter of support for waiver to take Step 3 of
the USMLE.
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Dr. Hayward made a motion to deny the request. Dr. Reich seconded the motion. The motion
passed; opposed: none; abstained: none; recused: Dr. Sproul.

Recess; Convene hearing to discuss any stipulations or disciplinary matters that are
before the Board (1:15 p.m. —~ 1:45 p.m.)

None

Reconvene meeting; Executive Session to Discuss:
o Investigative cases recommended for closure
« Other matters that are confidential by law, if any

Ms. McClain made a motion at 3:17 p.m. to go into Executive Session to discuss confidential
matters related fo investigations. Dr. Reich seconded the motion. The motion passed: opposed:
none; recused: none; abstained: none.

10.Return to Open Session; Board Actions on matters discussed in Executive Session:

1.

Mr. Evans made a motion at 3:33 p.m. to return to Open Session. Dr. Plavin seconded the
motion. The motion passed; opposed: none; abstained: none; recused: none.

Board Actions on Committee recommendations with regard to any non-confidential
matters: _

North Investigative Committee did not close any cases.
Central investigative Committee did not close any cases.
Dr. Reich, South investigative Committee, asked to close:

MPS 232-1213 — Letter #1

MPS 209-1013 — Letter #1

MPS 240-1213 — Special Letier #1
MPS 48-0213 - Special Letter #1
MPS 215-1013 — Letter #1

Dr. Hayward made a motion to close the cases presented. Mr. LeCours seconded the motion.
The motion passed; opposed: none; abstained: none: recused: South Investigative Committee.

12.0ther Business:

Ms. I\/Eongan'provided feedback from members of VMS regarding the Palicy for the Use of Opioid
Analgesics in the Treatment of Chronic Pain. The members considered the input and continued
discussion of this issue.

Dr. King informed the Board that Mr. LeCours has been appointed as the new Chair of the North
investigative Committee, :

13.Upcoming Board meetings, committee meetings, hearings, etc.: (Locations are subfect fo
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&, You will be notified if a change fakes place.)

L]

March 13, 2014, North Investigative Committee Meeting, 12 p.m., Vermont
Department of Health, 108 Cherry Street, 3™ Floor, Conference Room 3B,
Burlington, VT

March 14, 2014, Central Investigative Committee Meeting, 9 a.m., Liquor Control
Conference Room, Basement Floor, 13 Green Mountain Drive, Montpelier, VT

March 19, 2014, Board meeting on pending applications, 12:10 p.m., Board of
Medical Practice office, 108 Cherry Street, 2™, Floor Burlington, VT (and via
telephone) ‘

March 19, 2014, South Investigative Committee Meeting, 12:00 p.m., Asa
Bloomer State Office Building, 4th Floor, Room #492, Rutland, VT

Aprif 2, 2014, Licensing Commititee Meeting, 10:30 a.m., Gifferd Medical Center,
Red Clover Conference Room, Randolph

April 2, 2014, Board Meeting, 12 p.m., Gifford Medical Cehter, Red Clover
Conference Room, Randolph '

14.0Open Forum:

None

15. Adjourn:

Mr. Hoser made a motion to adjourn. Dr. Reich seconded the motion. The motion passed;
opposed: none; abstained. none; recused: none,

Meeting adjourned at 3:36 p.m.

Attachments: Appendix A

Respectfully submitted, KW
RS A A

Karen\A. LaFond
Medical Licensing & Operations Administrator
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APPENDIX A
Presentation of Applications

Dr. King moved for the issuance of physician licenses and physician assistant licenses for:

Lou-Anne Beauregard, MD Ana Burtnett, PA-C James Case, MD

Kell Giffin, PA-C Thomas Hennigan, i, MD Herbert Hoover, Jr., MD
Mark Jacob, MD Craig McCune, MD Nicole Montgomery, MD
Theodore Ning, Jr., MD Adrienne Pahl, MD Vijay Phalgoo, MD

Margaret Welch, PA-C

Recommended by Mr. LeCours for licensure. Seconded by Mr. Hoser. The motion passed:; opposed:
none; abstained: none; recused: none.

Dr. King moved for the issuance of Limited temporary Physician licenses for:

Sameer Kaiser, MD-LTL

Recommended by Ms. Hunter for licensure and certification. Seconded by Dr. Reich. The motlon
passed; opposed: none; abstained: none; recused: none.



