STATE OF VERMONT -
BOARD OF MEDICAL PRACTICE

Inre: Gulpaz Cowder, M.D. ) Docket No. MPN 131-0905, et al.
INTRODUCTIOH

- On May 3, 2006, the Vermont Board of Medicel Practice (Board), met to consider the State’s

1/

Motion for Summary Suspension of the license to practice medicine of Gulnaz Cowder, M.D.
(Respondent); the State’s Opposition to Respondent’s Petition for Extension of Cessation of

Practice Agrecment; and the State’s Motion t Seal Records Pursuant to’ Statutory Authority.
Assistant Attomey General James S. Anisman, Esq. appeared on bebalf of the State of -
Vermont Respondent was represented by Thaddeus R. Lorentz, Esq. Respondent was not
present at the hearing. Phillip J. Cykon, Esq. served as Prvemdmg Offacer.

FINDINGS OF FACT

. Respondent holds Vermont Medical License Number 042-0010561, issued by the

Board on March 19, 2003. On Fobruary 22, 2006, Respondent signed a Cessation of Practice
‘Agrecment with the Board. The Agreement was approved and entered as a Board Orde1 on

March 1, 2006.

2 Respoudent' has filed a petition to extend the Cessation of Practice Agreement dated -

April 26,2006, The State, for the most part, opposes this petition on the grounds of the ﬁacts o

stated in the afﬁdavxt of Ph]llp Ciotti.

3. ‘Based o the Board’s investigation of Respondent’s practice and conduct, the State
has filed the affidavit of Board Investigator Philip J. Ciotti dated April 28, 2006. The
affadavit sets forth certain facts offered by the State in support of the Motion for Summary
Suspension. .

4. - Based on Investigator Ciotti’s affidavir, the Board finds that there is a reasonable
basis w believe that there are serious problems with Respondent’s record-keeping,
prescribing practices, understanding of professional boundaries, ethical insight, patient care,
responsiveness to professional matters, and her state of mind.

5. Based on Investxgator Ciotti’s affidavit, the Board fudhe.r finds that there is a

reasonable basis to believe that RCSpondcut, at this tlme may be unable to practice medicine ;

with reasonable skill and safety.

6. The State bas represented that pom'dns of the facts and information submitted to the
Board comtains or is based on protected peer review matenial. The Board so finds.
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

A. Based upon the above findings, the Board concludes that the public health, safety, and
welfare imperatively require émergency action pursuant to 3 V.S A. § 814(c).

B.  Without the agreement of the State, the Board is without the authority to extcnd ity .
_Order that approved aod orxdered the Cessation of Practice Agreement. Furthermore, based
upon the Ciotti affidavit and the above ﬁndmgs such an extension is unwarranted.

C. Portions of the facts and information submitted by the State in this matter are: peer
“review xaterial as defined in 26 V.S.A. § 1441, and pursuant 1026 V.S.A. § 1443(c), may be
used by the Board for disciplinary purposes but shall not be subject to public disclosure.

ORDER
Based upbn the State’s Motions and attachments and cxhibits .thcrcto, concerning
Respondent’s alleged unprofessional copduct, the Board has found and concluded that the -
- public health, safety, and welfare imperatively require emergency action. SUCH FINDING

AND CONCLUSION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED and IT IS ORDERED by the-
Board tbat ,

1. . The Cessatién of Practice Agreément is not extended;

2. The State’s Motion for Summary Suspension is GRANTED. Respondent’s
license to practice medicine in the State of Vermont is SUMMARILY
SUSPENDED under the authority of 3 V.S A. § 814(c) and Board Rule
15.1(d), pending proceedings for revocation or other final action,

3. The ptocccdangs for final action shall be ‘promptly mstxtutcd by thc State, and
shall be promptly determined by the Board.

4. . 'AJJ matcnal ﬁlcd in lhxs mattcx, except this’ Ordet, is sealed and shall not bc
subject to public disclosure until further order of the Board.

5. This Order was effective as of May 3, 2006, the date and timc of the Board’s
unanimous decision stated on the record after deliberation

FOR THE BOARD:

Wbﬁm/mg_; W %{‘%"4

cDCahLllMD

«w>
>

YR oy B850 585 208 SNHOP WO/1VIMYD ¥ A<RZ:7

X
(=]
(g ol

0L okEh



