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Vermont Board of Medical Practice
Minutes of the March 7, 2012 Board Meeting
Gifford Medical Center, Randoiph, VT
Approved

1. Call to Order; Call the Roll; Acknowledge Guests:
Patricia King, MD, Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:20.

Members Present:

Michael Drew, MD; Hon. David A. Jenkins; Sarah McClLain; Eileen llluzzi; Harvey
Reich, MD; Peter Thomashow, MD; Carol A. Diamond - via phone; John Webber,
Esq.; MD; Joshua Plavin, MD; Robert Rinaldi, DPM; Toby Sadkin, MD; William
Stouch, MD; Florence Young.

Others in Attendance:
David Herlihy, Executive Director; Paula Nenninger, Investigator; Philip Ciotti,
Investigator; Karen LaFond, Licensing Administrator; Kurt Kuehl, AAG; Margaret
Vincent, AAG; Robert McDougal, AAG.

2. Public Comment:
Nene

3. Approval of Minutes of the February 1 and February 15, 2012 Board Meetings:
Dr. Rinaldi moved to accept the minutes of the February 1, 2012 meeting. Mr.
Webber seconded the motion. The motion passed; opposed: none; recused: none;
abstained: none.
Dr. Rinaldi made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 15, 2012 meeting.
Dr. Reich seconded the motion. The motion passed; opposed: none; recused: none;
abstained: none.

4. Board Issues (Dr. King):
Dr. King stated that the eiections of the new Committee Chairs will be included in the
April Board meeting and advised that Dr. Sadkin and Dr. Thomashow, co-chairs of

the nomination committee, will bring the nominations forward at the next meeting.

Dr. King also advised that she will be attending the Federation meeting in April and
will report to the Board in May.

5. Administrative Update {Mr. Herlihy):

Mr. Herlihy provided an update on legislation before the House, H745. He testified
before the House Human Services Committee. In it's present form, the changes
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would be good news for the Board with regard to access to the Vermont Prescription
Monitoring System. The Committee also asked for the Board's position regarding
the expansion of access to law enforcement personnel, but declined to give a Board
position. The Committee also raised the issue of requiring physicians to have CME
on opioid prescribing. Consistent with the Board's position last year with regard to
other subject-specific requirements, he testified that it should be a matter determined
by the Board and established in Rules. .

Mr. Herlihy also discussed the report submitted to the House Health Care
Committee regarding the Primary Care Worforce issues. A copy was distributed to
Board members and members may ask questions of him about the report.

Mr. Herlihy updated the members about the CME on Opiod Prescribing — there are
100 attendees signed up so far and this remains open to PAs, DPMs, NP,
Pharmacists, MD and anyone who prescribes or interactions with the prescribing of
opiods. Board members are still free and Mr. Herlihy will submit a list of members
for registration. He is slightly concerned about the low number of attendees as of
this date, but is planning to send out a mass e-mail to all providers in the state
reminding them of the event.

Mr. Herlihy stated that CAVU is still having problems, but at the same time we are
still making progress. The system is not perfectly functional, but better than it was in
recent weeks.

Mr. Herlihy provided an update on the status of filing the Administrative Assistant A
position — an offer has been made to a candidate and it is our hope she will accept
and be able to start working soon. He thanked Ms. LaFond for picking up the extra
work and noted that Ms. Hayes and Ms. Lawler are also helping to keep the work
flowing. He asked for continued patience with any minor issues that may arise
during this time as there is a lot of multi-tasking taking place in order to get the work
done. :

Presentation of Applications (12:30 p.m. - 12:45p.m.):
Applications for physician licensure and physician assistant certification were
presented and acted upon as detailed in Appendix A, incorporated by reference

into these minutes.

Presentation to the Board (12:45p.m. - 1:45 p.m.):

None

Recess; Convene Hearing to discuss any stipulations or disciplinary matters
that are before the Board (1:45 p.m. — 2:15 p.m.): (Mr. Simpson)

¢ Inre: Alban J. Coghlan — MPC 59-0610 — Approval of Medical Ethics
Course
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Dr. Rinaldi made a motion to accept the Medical Ethics Course that Dr.
Coghlan attended as required in the Amended Order dated March 24, 2011,
Dr. Stouch seconded the motion. The motion passed; opposed: none:
recused: none; abstained: none.

Dr. Reich iterated that Dr. Coghlan should ask approval before he attends the
course. Mr. Herlihy stated that he did speak with Dr. Coghlan about this and
told him that he was taking the course with out approval of the Board and it
might not be approved, but Dr. Coghlan opted to attend the course anyway.

Reconvene Meeting; Executive Session to Discuss:
a. Investigative cases recommended for closure
b. Other matters that are confidential by law, if any

Dr. Reich made a motion at 12:55 p.m. to go into Executive Session to discuss
confidential matters related to investigations. Mr. Webber seconded the motion.
The motion passed; opposed: none; recused: none; abstained: none.

10. Return to Open Session; Board Actions on Matters Discussed in Executive

11.

Session:

Mr. Webber made a motion at 1:31 to return to open session. Dr. Rinaldi seconded
the motion. The motion passed; opposed: none; recused: none; abstained: none.

Board Actions on Committee Recommendations with Regard to any Non-
confidential Matters:

Dr. Reich, South Investigative Committee, asked to ciose:

MPS 104-0811 - Special Letter #1
MPS 34-0311 — Special Letter #3 — Dr. Thomashow recused.
MPS 24-0211 — Letter #1 — Dr. Thomashow recused.

Dr. Rinaldi made a motion to close the cases presented. Dr. King seconded the
motion. The motion passed, opposed: none; abstained: none; recused: 1.

Hon. Jenkins, Central investigative Committee, asked to close:
MPC 101-0711 — Letter #1 — Dr. Reich recused.

MPC 128-1011 — Letter #1

MPC 144-1211 — Special Letter #1

Dr. Stouch made a motion to close the cases presented. Dr. Reich seconded the
motion. The motion passed, opposed: none; abstained: none; recused: 1.

Dr. King, North Investigative Commitiee, asked to close:

MPN 150-1211 — Special #1
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Dr. Rinaidi made a motion to close the cases presented. Hon. Jenkins seconded the
motion. The motion passed, opposed: none; abstained: none: recused: none.

12.0ther Business:
None

13. Upcoming Board meetings, committee meetings, hearings, etc.: (Locations
are subject fo change, you will be notified if a changes takes place.)

e March 15, 2012, North Investigative Committee Meeting, 12 p.m.,
Vermont Department of Health, 108 Cherry Street, 3rd Floor, Conference
Room 3B, Burlington, VT

e March 16, 2012, Central Investigative Committee Meeting, Liguor
Control Conference Room, Basement Floor,13 Green Mountain Drive,
Montpelier, VT.

s March 21, 2012, Board Meeting on pending applications, 12:10 p.m.,
Board of Medical Practice office 108 Cherry Street, 2" Floor, Burlington,
VT (and via telephone)

e March 21, 2012, South Investigative Committee Meeting, 12 p.m., Asa
Bloomer State Office Building, 4" Floor, Room #492, Rutland, VT

e April 4, 2012, Licensing Committee Meeting 10:30 a.m., Gifford Medical
Center, Red Clover Conference Room, Randolph, VT

e April 4, 2012, Board Meeting, 12 p.m., Gifford Medical Center, Red
Clover Conference Room, Randolph, VT

14. Adjournment:

Mr. Webber made a motion to adjourn. Ms. McClain seconded the motion. The
motion passed; opposed: none; recused: none; abstained: none.

Meeting adjourned at 1:36 p.m.
Attachments: Appendix A

Respectfully submitied,

! e
s Ohd
Kardn L.aFond
Licensing Administrator
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Appendix A
Presentation of Applications

Dr. King moved for the issuance of licenses for:

Aimee Ahari, PA-C Bethany Ames, MD

Anna Benvenuto, MD Herbert Berding, MD
Megan Carman, MD Jennie Champion, MD
Yamara Coutinho-Sledge, MD  Jason Eves, MD
Susan Lakoski, MD John Longphre, MD
Louis Merriam, MD Haitham Nsour, MD
Steven Powell, MD Talal Sharaiha, MD

Williams Tarrant, MD Christina Wojewoda, MD

Angela, Au, MD
Bretton Breazeale, MD
Salvatore Costa, MD
Razia Hashimi, MD
Mariah McNamara, MD
Robert Palac, MD
Dorothy Sippo, MD

Recommended by Dr. Reich for licensure. Seconded by Dr. Drew. The motion

passed; opposed: none; recused: none; abstained.

Dr. King moved for the issuance of limited temporary licenses for:

Scott Simmons, MD, LTL Joseph Valdex, MD LTL

Recommended by Ms. llluzzi for limited temporary physician licensure. Seconded
by Mr. Webber. The motion passed; opposed: none: recused: none; abstained:
none.



