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Thursday, August 2, 2012 - 11 a.m.
Attendees:  Chris Bell, Jenna Protzko, Emily Lubell, Donna Jacob, Ray Walker, Jim Finger, Mark Podgwaite, Allyn Girard, Carl Matteson, Scott Brinkman, Mike Ball, Scott Cooney, Mark Considine, Frank Erdmann, Alan Beebe, Pat Malone, Erin Ingebretsen, Amy Akerlind, Tom Goddard, Bill Hathaway, Seth Lasker
Transition Courses
Materials have been received from all groups, and staff is actively pulling them together, checking for copyright issues, and uniformity of message.  Hoping to have Train-the-Trainer dates ready to announce by the September 12 leadership call.

I/C Courses
Pat announced that approximately 45 individuals are enrolled between the 3 courses.  The first half of the education has been delivered at all 3 locations, and the second half will begin starting this weekend.  Chris added that a one-day orientation session is in final review now, to be used for EMS providers with either an educational degree or fire/law enforcement instructional experience.  Chris hopes to announce on the September 12 call that 4 sessions of this one-day orientation have been scheduled around the state.  For anyone with firefighter or law enforcement educational experience, student teaching will still be required.
EMS Conference
Planning committee has been meeting, gathering speaker/topic options.  The website is about to go live (www.vtemsconference.com) and a call for speakers is also about to go out.  Anyone knowing of speakers or topics to suggest should submit them via the web link.  The planning committee has offered and is awaiting responses from 2 more keynote presenters.  The conference website is also linked on the VT EMS website (www.vermontems.org).
Mike Ball asked if the costs will be kept down.  Chris said costs are still being finalized, but he expected the cost would be under $100 for 4 days vs. 2 days of education, and hoped $60-80 for 4 days.  

Mike asked about hotel costs.  Chris explained that the Sheraton had offered $109/night plus tax for up to 4 occupants. While participants are encouraged to stay at the Sheraton, they are also welcome to stay elsewhere.  The office worked with the Sheraton to lower the room fees as much as possible.

SIREN
Jenna thanked everyone for their efforts to meet the January 1, 2013 deadline, as well as the service-to-service and peer-to-peer trainings that are ongoing around the state.  On September 4 at 2 p.m. there will be a meeting with EMS service leadership to discuss the data dictionary and run form modifications.  Comments are welcome.

Mike Ball asked if the meeting would be offered as a teleconference.  Chris said it was possible to set it up for a WebEx (audio, video or both if applicable).

Advisory Committee
Letters going out today to organizations and district officials announcing a first meeting on August 22 from 9:30-noon and asking for representatives to be appointed.  Tom Goddard asked about others accessing the meetings.  Chris said that t he meeting will be at the very least a teleconference.  Pat suggested starting the EMSAC meetings after Labor Day.  Chris agreed, but noted that the Legislature established a September 1 deadline and the committee must be consulted before expending funds.  Jim Finger asked if both a representative and alternate should be appointed, and Chris said that was his understanding.

National Registry Certification vs. Vermont Licensure (formerly Certification)
Chris issued a reminder that to practice as an EMS provider in Vermont requires an active Vermont card.  National Registry alone is not sufficient.  If a provider acquired a National Registry card through a course of education or regained one through the Mark King Initiative, they need to apply for or recertify their Vermont EMS certification (now license) in order to function.  Future expiration dates are as follows:

NREMT Expiration

Vermont EMS Expiration
March 31st



June 30th

September 30th



December 31st
Cards currently being issued by Vermont EMS refer to the new term of license rather than certification.  This rule change took affect July 1, 2012.  Cards will not be reissued for all 3,000 licensed providers, but will be processed as individuals come up for renewal.

Miscellaneous Updates
· Chris said he hoped to send out a provider update by Friday afternoon. 

· Tough Books:  The purchasing freeze is over and the Tough Books are being ordered for all the licensed transporting agencies that did not receive one during the initial disbursal.  These may be new or refurbished.  Date(s) will be announced as soon as they are confirmed.

· Data points:  Jim Finger asked how many data points exist currently.  Jenna said there are approximately 70 questions but over 6,000 answers.  A meeting has been held for internal stakeholders, and an external stakeholder meeting is being scheduled.

· Bulk sale of Tough Books?  Jim Finger asked if it was possible for agencies to buy in bulk using the State’s contract.  Chris said he would check on the possibility.

· Field Bridge Express: Bill Hathaway said his agency is currently using FB Express on I-pads and enjoying the experience.  Chris said the office had discussed tablets vs. tough books.  If broken, these devices will not be replaced, so the thought was to stick with the durability of the Tough Book.

· Online and regional continuing education:  RFP has been issued and 9 proposals received for online learning management systems.  The chosen online LMS would be free to providers.  The proposals are being reviewed and a call will be scheduled soon for live presentations.  As soon as costs are determined, the office will reach out to the districts to see how they would like to assist with regional continuing education opportunities.  If there are funds remaining, the office would like to at least partially support initial training.

· AEMT refreshers?  Carl asked if the state is looking at AEMT refreshers as well.  Chris said yes, they would be approved just like other refresher courses.

· Timeline for providers?  Chris explained that first the transition courses need to be finalized and rolled out to trainers, followed by protocol revision.  The goal is for these events to occur by year’s end.

· Minutes?  Are available on the Vermont EMS website under the links section.

· Meeting reminders?  Seth asked if meeting reminders could go out a week or so in advance and Chris indicated this was possible.

· Group to look at mass casualty trailers and triage?  Mark Considine said that a group previously looking into this topic was stagnant and asked if it could be revitalized.  Chris said that this would be a good idea to look at this and emergency preparedness in general.

