
 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) about 

Vermont’s Child Care Immunization Regulations 
 

 
1. Which child care providers/programs do NOT need to submit an annual report? 
The following programs/providers are NOT required to submit an annual report: 
• After-school only programs 
• Occasional or part-time child care program or camp (non-recurring child care) 
• Un-registered or un-licensed child care providers. 
 
2. Which children should NOT be included in your annual report? 
Children who attend school in grades K-12 – they will be included in the school report. 
 
3. Do I need to report the names of children in my care on the annual report? 
No. The annual report asks for immunization information on the children in your care -- 
not child-specific information. For example, it asks that you enter the “number of 
children up-to-date for all immunizations for their age.” You will not be asked to list any 
child’s name. 
 
4.  Who reports the immunization status of children in a building that houses both 
Department of Education (DOE) and Child Development Division (CDD) 
programs? 
The immunization regulations are specific to the child’s program enrollment. Some 
facilities (public or private) have a DOE kindergarten as well as a CDD pre-school and/or 
child care program. If a child is enrolled in the DOE (K-12) program, that program 
reports, regardless of additional enrollment in a CDD program. The CDD program is not 
the reporter for children enrolled in kindergarten or higher grades. 
 
5. Who reports the immunization status of a 5 year old child? 
The immunization regulations are specific to the child’s program enrollment. A 5-year 
old child may be in pre-kindergarten or kindergarten.  
• For children enrolled in a DOE, K-12, public or private (including an approved 
independent and recognized) school, only the school reports. A child enrolled in an 
additional CDD program such as an after school program, will only need to be reported 
by the school. 
• Programs registered and licensed by the CDD report for children who attend 
pre-kindergarten programs. These programs are typically located within public schools, 
but are licensed by CDD and fall under child care regulations, not school regulations for 
immunization reporting. 
• When children attend multiple CDD programs, such as pre-school, Essential Early 
Education (EEE), Head Start, and/or registered home child care, each program must hold 
a copy of the child’s immunization record and include the child in their Annual 
Immunization Status Report. 
 



6. When the Vermont Department of Health (VDH) Immunization schedule says 1-4 
shots are needed, what does this mean? 
There are a few vaccines that children can “age out of,” which means that the 
number of doses needed to complete a series, (or to be up-to-date) is dependent on the 
age of the child when they received a first dose, plus the child’s current age. When a 
range is given for number of doses, any number within the range should be considered 
acceptable for entry into childcare. 
 
7. Why are there so many forms to complete? Do I have to use all of them? 
Many of the forms provided by the Immunization Program are designed to help you 
determine if individual children are up-to-date with their immunizations, but are not 
required. These forms help you to identify which vaccines a child may be missing.  
You do have some flexibility in your record keeping system. For example, the  
Child Care Immunization Record does not have to be used if another acceptable record is 
on file, such as a state registry record or signed certificate by a health care practitioner. 
 
All exemption forms have been updated since last year due to legislative changes, and the 
official forms must be used. Medical exemptions are requested on one form, and 
philosophical and religious exemptions are requested on a different form that must be 
updated, signed by a parent or guardian, and filed with the child care provider every year. 
Any parent or guardian who is requesting either a philosophical or religious exemption 
must read the parent education materials before signing and submitting the form to the 
child care provider. All forms can be accessed under the FORMS heading at: 
http://healthvermont.gov/hc/imm/ChildCareEntry.aspx#regs. 
 
NOTE: A child may now be provisionally admitted for six months. A roster of all 
children who have been provisionally admitted should be maintained by the child care 
facility.  The Provisional/ Exemption Line List can also be found under the FORMS: 
http://healthvermont.gov/hc/imm/ChildCareEntry.aspx#regs 
 
8. What should I do if a parent does not provide an immunization record? 
Explain the reason for your request, and tell them that you are required to exclude the 
child if neither an immunization record nor an exemption form is provided. Give parents 
a copy of the green brochure entitled: “A Parents Guide to Immunizations Required for 
Child Care.” You may tell the parent that it is a condition of your license with CDD and 
will affect your ability to stay in business. Direct the parents to the VDH Immunization 
Program at 802-863-7638 or 800-640-4374 if you continue to have difficulties.   
 
9. Why do we have to collect and report on this information? 
Immunizations are an important part of a healthy community. Vaccines protect children 
from infectious diseases that can spread quickly, and can have serious consequences for 
very young children. These infectious diseases (such as the measles or whooping cough) 
often spread quickly in group settings. 
 
 
 



10. Can I restrict unimmunized children from enrolling in my child care? 
Licensed and registered child care providers operate their own child care business and 
can make their own business decisions about who to enroll as long as they avoid 
discrimination. This answer was provided by the Child Development Division (CDD) at 
the Vermont Department for Children and Families. 
 
11. Can I tell parents of infants that there is a child who is not immunized at my 
childcare if I do not mention his/her name? 
You can disclose that your program accepts unimmunized children. 
 
12. Kids need to be vaccinated, but what about my staff member who is anti-
vaccines and will not take any shots? What can I do about this? 
It is strongly recommended that all people working with infants and young children, and 
those who are in contact with pregnant women, maintain up-to-date vaccine status to 
protect themselves and the children they provide care for. As the employer, you are 
encouraged to set and follow a policy that informs unvaccinated staff that they will not be 
able to work if they are ill or if there is a vaccine-preventable disease outbreak. Such an 
event may be costly to you and to your unvaccinated employee and place infants and 
children at unnecessary risk. 
 
13. Do I need to enter immunization information into the Immunization Registry 
(IMR) for the children in my care? 
No, information is entered into the IMR by health care providers and their staff. Child 
care providers may check on the immunization status of the children in their care on the 
IMR, but do not have permission to enter any data. You do not have to use the IMR to 
complete your survey, but it can be a useful tool for updating your records. Access to the 
IMR and access to the survey come from different systems and are not linked to each 
other. If you have questions about the IMR or need to have access to that system, call the 
Immunization Registry at 1-888-688-4667. All questions about the survey should be 
directed to the Immunization Program at 802-863-7638 or 800-640-4374. 
 
 
If you have any questions or need assistance with the survey please contact the Vermont 
Department of Health Immunization Program: 

• ImmunizationProgram@state.vt.us 
• 802-863-7638, 
• Toll free in Vermont at 800-640-4374 
• District Office locations: http://healthvermont.gov/hc/imm/index.aspx for listing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


