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FAQS * For School Administrators about Student Vaccination Requirements

State laws establish vaccination requirements for school children, and help to maintain high
vaccination coverage rates. When more children are vaccinated, there is a significantly lower rate of
vaccine-preventable diseases in the entire community where they live. In Vermont, immunization laws
apply to children attending public schools, independent schools and child care facilities.

What are the allowable reasons a child may attend school without having all required vaccines?
All states provide medical exemptions, and Vermont law also currently allows exemptions for religious
or philosophical reasons.

In May 2015, Vermont lawmakers voted to remove the philosophical exemption effective July 1, 2016.

Definition of a medical exemption — How do you get a medical exemption?

Some children with certain medical conditions cannot be vaccinated. A licensed health care provider
who is authorized to prescribe vaccines can grant a medical exemption for these children. The provider
must certify — in writing — that a specific immunization is detrimental to the child’s health, and must
indicate the time period for which the immunization is contraindicated. The provider must sign the
medical exemption form that is available on the Health Department website, and the child’s
parent/guardian must submit the form to the school at the start of the school year.

What are the non-medical exemptions?
For the 2015-16 school year, non-medical exemptions are available for parents who choose not to
vaccinate their children for religious or philosophical reasons.

The philosophical exemption will not be available after July 1, 2016.

Definition of a religious exemption — How you get a religious exemption?

A religious exemption is available to parents/guardians who hold religious beliefs opposed to
immunizations for their children. Parents must read immunization information provided by the Health
Department, sign a form that can be found on the Health Department website, and give it to the
school.

Definition of a philosophical exemption — How do you get a philosophical exemption?

For the 2015-16 school year, a philosophical exemption is available to parents/guardians who hold
philosophical beliefs that are opposed to immunizations for their children. Parents must read
immunization information provided by the Health Department, sign a form that can be found on the
Health Department website and give it to the school.

On July 1, 2016, changes to the law will go into effect and parents will no longer be able to claim a
philosophical exemption.



Definition of provisional admittance — How long may a student remain in school?

A student may be admitted to school provisionally — for no more than six months — if that student is in
the process of complying with vaccination requirements. Students without all required vaccines or a
signed exemption form are counted as provisionally admitted until they have either: received the
missing vaccination(s), provided the school with proof of disease history/immunity, or submitted
exemption form. Beginning in the 2016-17 school year, the child’s parent/guardian must present a
Health Department-supplied provisional admittance form signed by the child’s health care provider
that indicates s/he is in the process of being immunized. The school maintains a roster of provisionally
admitted students and continues to follow up until requirements are met.

Can students be excluded from school for non-compliance?

Students who are not in compliance with all immunization requirements, or who are not eligible for
provisional admittance, must be excluded from school. The school must provide the parent/guardian
notification in writing or in person that a student is not in compliance and the steps required to comply
with immunization requirements.

What immunization information are schools required to report to the Health Department?

The Health Department collects immunization data from all public and independent schools in the
state. Parents are required to provide a complete immunization record for enrolled students at the
beginning of the school year. Schools may access the Vermont Immunization Registry (IMR), a
computerized system for maintaining individual immunization records, to view a student’s
immunization records. New in 2015-16, in lieu of a school nurse, school administrators who report data
may apply for access to the Immunization Registry. Each school is required to submit aggregated
immunization rates to the Health Department by January 1. Schools must submit aggregate
immunization reports on the entire student body. The report must also include the number and type of
exemptions for each required vaccine for students in Kindergarten, 1st, 7th and 8th grades only.

How is data made available to schools and the public?

All schools must make the aggregated immunization rates of the student body for each immunization
publicly available using a standardized format. School-specific data will be provided to each school in
late spring by the Health Department. Schools are required to provide this immunization information
to parents/guardians at the beginning of each school year. This data will also be available on the Health
Department website.

How can the Health Department support schools to meet these requirements?

The Health Department may implement a quality improvement process in any school that has a
provisional admittance rate or an exemption rate above the state average. The quality improvement
process is currently being developed.

How will immunization regulations to be revised to reflect statutory changes?

Vermont immunization regulations are being revised to address statutory changes in Act 37 (2015).
The administrative rules process requires a period of public input on all proposed changes. This should
occur in the fall, and will be publicly announced and communicated to the Agency of Education.

Report on mandatory immunization of school personnel:

State laws dictate vaccination requirements for children entering school and child care. Act 37 requires
the Health Department to assess the appropriateness of requiring school personnel to meet
immunization requirements. A report of this assessment will be submitted to committees in both the
House and Senate by January 15, 2016.



