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SAMPLE Newsletter Article—

Pandemic Flu: Take the Lead to Prepare Now!

As you may already know, the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS), the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, and other leading health experts agree that the threat of a flu pandemic is real. They say that it is not a question of IF a flu pandemic will happen, but WHEN.

To help Americans prepare, HHS has launched a national pandemic preparedness campaign this year called Take the Lead – Working Together to Prepare Now. HHS has been working with leaders across the nation to support their efforts to educate Americans on simple actions they can take to protect themselves and their families. 

Government alone can’t prepare the nation for a flu pandemic. This challenge requires leadership from people who are most trusted and respected in their communities—people like you. 

As part of the Take the Lead campaign, HHS engaged nine communities across the U.S.—including Burlington — to serve as preparedness models for the entire nation. The Vermont Department of Health, the City of Burlington and the Chittenden Regional Planning Commission, along with business, faith, civic, and health care leaders, are working to spread the word to Vermonters about the importance of personal and family preparedness. 

We at _____________________________ support this effort, and encourage you do the same. 

If you or an organization you work with would like to become involved in pandemic preparedness efforts in the Burlington area, or to learn more about the Take the Lead campaign, contact ______________________. You can also visit www.healthvermont.gov or www.pandemicflu.gov/takethelead to learn how you can prepare and how you can help those around you do the same.

