
Cancer Prevalence 
♦ 	 Cancer prevalence is defined as the number of people living with a current or 

previous diagnosis of cancer (cancer survivors), divided by the number of in-
dividuals in the population. 

♦ 	 There are between 23,000 and 31,000 cancer survivors living in Vermont 
(this is roughly 4-5% of Vermonters). 

Cancer Prevalence by Age and Gender among Adults in Vermont, 2005.1 
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Estimated Number of Persons Alive in the U.S. Diagnosed 
with Cancer by Site (Total number = 9.8 million persons) 2 

♦ 	 The number of people alive 
who have ever been diag-
nosed with a particular type 
of cancer varies by the inci-
dence (number of new 
cases), opportunities for 
early diagnosis (screening), 
and treatment options. 

♦ 	 In the U.S., over 50% of 
cancer survivors have had 
breast, prostate, or colorec-
tal cancers. 

1. Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, Vermont Department of Health, 2005. 
2. November 2003 Submission: Populations from January 2001 were based on the average of the July 2000 and July 2001 population estimates from the US 
Bureau of Census. Complete prevalence is estimated using the completeness index method (Capocaccia et. al. 1997, Merrill et. al. 2000). US Estimated Preva-
lence counts were estimated by applying US populations to SEER 9 Limited Duration Prevalence proportions.  
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