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Dr. Kirby Stafford is a medical-veterinary entomologist whose research focuses on the
ecology and control of the blacklegged tick. He received his B.S. in entomology and M.S. in
veterinary entomology from Colorado State University and Kansas State University,
respectively, and his Ph.D. in medical/veterinary entomology from Texas A&M University in
1985. After working at Penn State on a poultry pest management project, he joined the
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station in 1987. Dr. Stafford became Chief Scientist
and Head of the Department of Forestry and Horticulture in 1997.
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The Nation’s First State Agricultural Experiment Station

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station is a state-supported scientific research
institution dedicated to improving the food, health, environment and well-being of
Connecticut’s citizens since 1875. The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
investigates the growth of plants and studies their pests, insects, ticks, soil and water quality,
and food safety, and performs analyses for state agencies. Station staff registers and inspect
nurseries, certify honeybee colonies, and inspect thousands of individual plants or other
regulated material being shipped into or from Connecticut.

The Experiment Station first opened its doors in a laboratory in Wesleyan University in
Middletown in October 1875. It was moved to Yale University in 1877 and to its current
location in New Haven in 1882. Today, the Experiment Station is composed of one
administrative and six scientific departments with around 100 scientists, technicians, and
support staff. The Experiment Station also operates a 75-acre research farm in Hamden and a
farm at its Valley Laboratory in Windsor, Connecticut.

Among many information sheets and publications, The Experiment Station’s web page
(www.caes.state.ct.us) features this handbook and an extensive electronic Plant Pest
Handbook, which covers diseases, insects, cultural and nematode problems of Connecticut.
plants.
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This handbook is available in electronic format at www.caes.state.ct.us

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station prohibits discrimination on the basis of
race, color, ancestry, national origin, sex, religious creed, age, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, criminal conviction record, genetic information, learning disability, present or
past history of mental disorder, mental retardation or physical disability including but not
limited to blindness, or marital or family status. To file a complaint of discrimination, write
Director, The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, P.O. Box 1106, New Haven, CT
06504 or call (203) 974-8440. CAES is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Persons
with disabilities who require alternate means of communication of program information
should contact the Station at (203) 974-8446 (voice); (203) 974-8502 (FAX).
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