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OVERVIEW
SURVEY DESCRIPTION

Mailed to active Physician’s Assistants (PAs) in December 2001 
with follow-up mailings and phone calls to:

• Assess the distribution of Physician’s Assistant resources

• Assist in recruitment and retention efforts



2002 Physician’s Assistant Survey - VT Dept. of Health 4

OVERVIEW
RESPONSE RATE

• The final response rate was 99 %.

• The final data set included 140 responses, with 3 duplicates 
eliminated.

• 116 responded after the first mailing, 11 after the second 
mailing and 13 via follow-up phone calls.

• There was one refusal to participate.
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OVERVIEW
KEY FINDINGS

• There were 130 PAs  working in Vermont.
• 74% (96) of all PAs practice at one site. 
• 53% (69) worked mainly in primary care including:

• 41% (53) in family practice
• 6%  ( 8) in obstetrics and gynecology
• 5% ( 7) in primary care internal medicine
• 1% ( 1) in pediatric primary care

• There were 8.8 primary care full time equivalent
(FTE) PAs per 100,000 population.

• The ratio of primary care FTE PAs to population    
varied from none in Grand Isle County to
14.78 per 100,000 in Essex County.
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OVERVIEW
KEY FINDINGS (CONTINUED)

• 47% (61) worked mainly in specialty care or 54.8 FTEs per 
100,000 population, including:

• 25% (33) in emergency medicine
• 9% (12) in various surgery specialties
• 2%  ( 3) in anesthesiology
• 1%  ( 1) in internal medicine 
• 1%  ( 1) in psychiatry
• 8%  (11) all other specialties

• There were 8.9 specialty care FTE PAs per  100,000 population
• The ratio of specialty care FTE PAs to population varied from  

none in Grand Isle, Essex and Orleans County to 
15.30 per 100,000 in Bennington county
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OVERVIEW
KEY FINDINGS (CONTINUED)

• 59% (77) of PAs were female.
• Ages ranged from 25 to 66 with a median of 46.
• 89% (116) reported university training as a basis for VT 

certification and 116 (89%) had taken the NCCPA exam            
(112 of the 116 had both). 

• 63% (80) of respondents have worked in VT 9 years or less and 
17% (22) have worked in VT 20 or more years. 

• 24% (29) of respondents had VT hospital admitting privileges. 
• 4% (5) of respondents indicated they were planning to retire or 

reduce hours in the next 12 months.
• The number of supervising physicians ranged from 1 to 28 with a 

median of 4.
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OVERVIEW
KEY FINDINGS (CONTINUED)

• 35% (46) worked mainly in Chittenden County. 
• The most frequent work settings were:

35% (46) in a group practice setting 
25% (32) in an emergency room setting 
18% (24) in a community health center setting.

• 50% (65) reported 40 or more patient care hours/week
• Of 105 office setting sites :

94% (99) accepted new patients 
85% (89) accepted new Medicaid patients
84% (88) accepted new Medicare patients

• 98% (103) of PAs in the above office sites planned to continue 
practice for 12 months following the survey
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GENDER

Female 77
59%

Male 53
41%
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF PHYSICIAN’S 
ASSISTANTS BY GENDER
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS 
BY AGE GROUP AND COUNTY
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SPECIALTIES OF PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS
BY GENDER 
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS’ BASIS 
FOR VERMONT CERTIFICATION
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS: 
CERTIFICATION EXAMS TAKEN
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Some PAs have taken more than one type of examination.
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS:
YEARS WORKED IN VERMONT

17% of the PAs surveyed had worked in Vermont for 20 or more years.
3 PAs had unknown Vermont years worked.
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS: 
HOSPITAL ADMITTING PRIVILEGES BY SPECIALTIES
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29 of 130 PAs have admitting privileges.
Providers are counted only once even if they have multiple privileges.

Denominators for percentages do not include 8 unknowns.
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS PLANNING TO 
RETIRE/REDUCE HOURS WITHIN 12 MONTHS

• 5 PAs were in this category.
• 3 in primary care family practice 

1 in primary care internal medicine  
1 in specialty care emergency medicine.

• All 5 were female.
• Only one works less than 30 hours per week.
• 4 of 5 are younger than 44.
• 2 mainly work in Chittenden County  

1 mainly works in Washington County 
1 mainly works in Windsor County  
1 mainly works in Rutland County
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NUMBER OF VERMONT PHYSICIAN’S 
ASSISTANTS BY COUNTY
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Providers are counted only once, in their main specialty and in their main county of practice.
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FULL TIME EQUIVALENT
PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS BY COUNTY
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Individual providers may work in more than one county.
One FTE is defined as 40 (or more) hours per week.



2002 Physician’s Assistant Survey - VT Dept. of Health 20

PRIMARY CARE FTE PHYSICIAN’S 
ASSISTANTS PER 100,000 POPULATION IN

VERMONT COUNTIES
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Data are based on population estimates for 2002 and 2002 Physician’s Assistant Survey.
One FTE is defined as 40 (or more) hours per week.
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS:
FTEs BY PRACTICE SETTING
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS:
HOURS WORKED PER WEEK
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50% of the PAs were full time (40 or more hours per week).
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS’ OFFICES 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS BY SPECIALTY
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Overall acceptance for new patients was 94%.
Each site a provider practices in is counted separately.

Denominators for percentages do not include 8 unknowns.
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS’ OFFICES 
ACCEPTING NEW MEDICAID PATIENTS BY 

SPECIALTY
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Overall acceptance for new Medicaid patients was 85%.
There was only one Psychiatric PA in this survey.

Each site a provider practices in is counted separately.
Denominators for percentages do not include 8 unknowns.
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANTS’ OFFICES 
ACCEPTING NEW MEDICARE PATIENTS BY 

SPECIALTY
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Overall acceptance for new Medicare patients was 84%.
There was only one Psychiatric PA in this survey.
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PAs IN OFFICE SETTINGS 
PLANNING TO CONTINUE PRACTICE 

BY SPECIALTY
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Overall, 98% plan to continue for the next 12 months.
Each site a provider practices in is counted separately.

Denominators for percentages do not include 8 unknowns.
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT 2000 SURVEY 
VS 2002 SURVEY



2002 Physician’s Assistant Survey - VT Dept. of Health 29

PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT SURVEYS - 2000 VS 2002

 2000 2002 

Number of PAs 117 130 

Primary Care PAs 70 69 

FTE Primary Care PAs 50.9 54.3 

Primary Care Total Weekly Hours 2166 2248 

Specialty care PAs 47 61 

FTE Specialty Care PAs 42.1 54.8 

Specialty Care Total Weekly Hours 1836 2484 
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT SURVEYS - 2000 VS 2002

 2000 2002 

PA FTE to population ratio 1:6,547 or 
15.28 per 100,000 

1:5,643 or 
17.72 per 100,000 

Primary care PA FTE to population ratio 1:11,971 or 
8.35 per 100,000 

1:11,338 or 
8.82 per 100,000 

County with most PA FTEs relative to 
population 

Washington Chittenden 

County with least PA FTEs relative to 
population 

Grand Isle Grand Isle 

County with most primary care PA FTEs 
relative to population 

Essex Essex 

County with fewest primary care PA FTEs 
relative to population 

Grand Isle Grand Isle 
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT SURVEYS - 2000 VS 2002

 2000 2002 

% of PAs working 40 hours or more per week  48% 50% 

PAs 55 or more years old  7% 8% 

Greatest increase in specialty: 
Emergency Medicine                                         

25 33 

Number of PA office sites 97    105 

Number of PAs with VT hospital admitting 
privileges 

28 29 

Number of PAs who plan to retire or reduce 
hours in the next 12 months 

3 5 
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT SURVEYS - 2000 VS 2002

 2000 2002 

%  of PAs in office settings who plan to 
continue practicing in the next 12 months 

96% 98% 

%  of PAs in office settings who accept new 
patients 

96% 94% 

%  of PAs in office settings who accept new 
Medicaid patients 

84% 85% 

%  of PAs in office settings who accept new 
Medicare patients 

91% 84% 
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PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT SURVEYS - 2000 VS 2002

 2000 2002 

%  of PAs in primary care office settings 
who plan to continue practicing in the next 
12 months 

95% 97% 

%  of PAs in primary care office settings 
who accept new patients 

94% 92% 

%  of PAs in primary care office settings 
who accept new Medicaid patients 

87% 86% 

%  of PAs in primary care office settings 
who accept new Medicare patients 

93% 86% 
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