
Dear WIC staff: Do you have a “way with words?” Then this contest is for you … Please read on!
Announcing the

Name the New WIC Information System Contest

Vermont WIC has begun a project to bring Vermont WIC services up to 21st century standards. Following a multi-year planning process, Vermont WIC will transfer and install the Mountain Plains States Consortium (MPSC) web-based management information system (MIS) to replace the current 33-year-old mainframe MIS. 

What does this mean for WIC?

· Scheduling, intake, assessment, certification, education, food benefit issuance, BF peer counseling assignments and equipment loans --- all with one log-in to the MIS.

· The whole family’s information grouped together for easy access
· No more paper and green screens – the new WIC MIS will work like a web-based application – easy navigation, attractive screens.

· District Office staff can access reports

· Automated growth charts, BMI calculation

· Electronic signatures captured – no paper forms required

· Nutrition education links will allow to share videos and PowerPoint presentations with participant 

· Vermont WIC can move from home delivery to an EBT card, allowing WIC participants a much broader choice of eligible foods, when they want and need them during the month.

· No more PODs

With WIC staff handling less paperwork, there can be more time for activity such as outreach, working with local retailers and providing innovative nutrition education. MIS won’t replace WIC staff; it will allow WIC staff to spend more time on WIC-worthy activity.

What should we name this new system?

You can start with an acronym and figure out the words. Or, start with words and build the acronym. Or, no acronym at all, just something that describes Vermont WIC’s better future. 
Here are some examples from other states:
	Acronym Examples

	HuBERT* – “Health Benefits in Real Time” (MN)
	CIMS -  “Client Information Management System” (WA)

	WOW  - “WIC on the Web” (MD) 
	WISE -    ??  (IN)

	MI-WIC - “Michigan WIC”
	KWIC – “Kansas WIC” (KS)

	SPIRIT – “Successful Partners in Reaching Innovative Technology” (a multi-state consortium)
	ROSIE – “Real-Time, Online, Statewide Information Environment” (WI)

	AIM -  “Arizona in Motion”   (AZ)
	PHAME – Public Health Automated Management Enabler (LA)

	*HuBERT was so-named to honor MN Sen. Hubert Humphrey, a founder of the WIC program

	No Acronym Examples

	Compass (Colorado)
	Quick WIC (PA)

	Crossroads (VA, WV, NC, AL)
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Contest Rules:
1) All WIC staff are eligible to submit proposals. Individual and team proposals are welcome!
2) Proposed names due to WIC state office by June 20th.  Email your proposal to wic@state.vt.us 

3) All proposed MIS names will be presented to the MIS/EBT Project Readiness Coordinator Network. At the RCN monthly meeting on June 27th, “finalists” will be selected.

4) RCN will conduct voting in the District Offices through the month of July. 

5) Votes will be tallied at state office, and the winner will be announced at the RCN meeting July 25th.

You do not have to come up with a logo or graphic, just the name. WIC will bring in a graphic designer to work with the winning MIS name and design a logo for us.

Inspire us all with your proposals. Good luck to everyone!

