
How to Read Your Drinking Water Test Results 

This unique 
number is used 
to identify your 
test results. 

This section has information from 
the form you filled out and 
information about your sample 
that the Lab filled out. 



The threshold is the maximum 
amount of an analyte that is 
accepted for drinking water 
based on federal or state 
guidelines. You want the final 
result to be below the 
threshold. 

Interpretation lets you 
know if your final result is 
above the threshold. If it is 
blank, then your result is 
below the threshold. 

The less than 
symbol (<) means 
your result was so 
low that it is not a 
concern. 

Depending on what your result 
is, more information on what to 
do next is written in this section. 

The final result is how much 
of an analyte is in your 
drinking water (unless there 
is a less than symbol). An 
analyte is what your water 
sample was tested for. 

This is where you will find definitions of 
the symbols (in the Final Result column), 
units of measurement (in the Units 
column), and acronyms for federal and 
state guidelines (in the Threshold column). 


